
The Blanco Water Atlas July, 2013  

Birds in the Blanco River Basin 

In 2007 - 2008, Korn, with the assistance of land owners, sampled for the presence of birds on 11 

privately owned ranches along the Blanco River. The sample area ranged from the headwaters in 

Kendall County, throughout Blanco and Comal counties and to the Southeastern portion of the 

basin in Hays County
1
. Common names of identified birds are presented below (Tables 3 and 4). 

Habitat Suitability 

Several bird species sharing a habitat, including endangered Golden-cheeked Warbler and Black-

capped Virio, were observed to have potential suitable habitat ranges within the Blanco River 

Basin (figure 20)
1
. 

 

                                                           
1
 Korn, J.M. 2008. Evaluating Avian Communities of the Blanco River Valley Using Occupancy Modeling and 

Landowner Conducted Surveys. Texas State University. http://ecommons.txtate.edu/bioltad/6. 
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Table 5 lists all known threatened and endangered birds in the basin. 

Figures 20- 22 report potential habitats throughout the basin for the endangered Black-capped 

Vireo and Golden-cheeked Warbler, the threatened Zone-tailed Hawk (known or thought to 

reside in portions of each county contained in the basin), and the endangered Interior Least Tern 

(known to reside in Kendall County). 
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Much of the basin is considered suitable habitat for both the endangered Warbler and Vireo. 

Both require juniper-oak woodlands and are dependent on both mature Ashe juniper and 

deciduous & broad-leaved shrubs & trees for nesting and feeding (figure 20)
2
 

The green areas in the map below show land cover containing the birds’ preferred woodland, tree 

and shrub combination. Map portions shaded in brown contain too much open space or 

urbanized area. There are several large tracts throughout the basin that appear to be suitable 

habitat, containing or bordering with few unsuitable areas. 

 
Figure 20 Blanco River Basin Potential Suitable Warbler and Vireo Habitat 

The Zone-Tailed Hawk’s habitat is limited to wooded canyon lands with access to wooded 

creeks and streams
3
. The westernmost portion of the basin appears to contain the most suitable 

habitat, although the hawk’s hunting range may span across the basin and into other areas (figure 

21). 

Increasing habitat and hunting range fragmentation are areas of concern in managing this 

species. 

                                                           
2
 Texas Parks and Wildlife. No Date. Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species of Texas. 

http://gis.tpwd.state.tx.us/TpwEndangeredSpecies/DesktopDefault.aspx (Accessed December 02, 2010). 
3
 BirdLife International. 2006. Buteo albonotatus. 2006 IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Version 2006. 

www.iucnredlist.org (Accessed September 22, 2010). 
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Figure 21 Blanco River Basin Potential Suitable Zone- Tailed Hawk Habitat 

Terns typically breed in the northern portion of Texas along the Oklahoma border and winter 

along the Texas Coast. However, in recent years, the Least Interior Tern has been identified in 

Central Texas and in the Kendall County portion of the Blanco River basin along small creeks 

and streams, typically with rocky and sandy terrain. Changes in water levels and land cover 

utilized for nesting habitats increase the tern’s breeding susceptibility
4
. 

The least-developed western portion of the basin contains the greatest percentage of suitable tern 

habitat. This is due to the area’s topography and minimized disturbance related to development 

(figure 22). 

                                                           
4
 Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPWD). No Date. Interior Least Tern (Sterna antillarum athalassos). 

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/wild/species/thlizard/ (Accessed December 02, 2010). 
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Figure 22 Blanco River Basin potential Suitable Interior Least Tern Habitat 

 

http://blancowateratlas.files.wordpress.com/2013/05/blanco-river-basin-potential-suitable-interior-least-tern-habitat.jpg

